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 The Waite-Potter House was built in ca. 1677 by Thomas Waite. Having 
originally settled in Portsmouth, Rhode Island, he was familiar with the architectural style 
known as the Rhode Island stone-ender; this type of house was modeled after earlier 
English medieval counterparts and was usually one to one and a half rooms, comprised of 
three timber framed walls and one wall comprised primarily of mortared field or cut 
stones. A chimney would have been part of this wall as would a main fireplace and in 
most cases, a beehive oven. (McAlester 2006: 106-107).  
 Waite built himself a stone-ender when he moved to Westport, Massachusetts in 
the 1670s. In the last quarter of the 18th century an addition was built onto the original 
standing structure, and a new brick chimney and fireplace were added next to the original 
stone end. This structure was inhabited until the mid 1800s when a new house was 
constructed on the property and the original became used for utilitarian purposes. The 
entire structure was destroyed by Hurricane Carol in 1954. Both chimneys were left 
partially standing after the hurricane, and through recent preservation efforts both 
chimneys have been restored to their original state. (Anne Baker, Personal 
Communication). 
 In October 2008 Kate Johnson and Kate Descoteaux, graduate students at the 
University of Massachusetts, Boston, conducted an archaeological field survey to assess 
the integrity of the site. As part of the survey a small quantity of artifacts were processed 
and analyzed. These artifacts had earlier been recovered by Anne Baker during the 
chimney restoration. In general, they ranged in date from the late 17th century up through 
the early 20th century, with a majority of the material culture dating to the 18th and 19th 
centuries. These artifacts could potentially be linked with a certain occupation period, 
especially since so few households and families continuously inhabited the site. A 
preliminary inventory of the material culture is attached at the end of this report. 
 In addition, this particular site warrants itself to further historical and 
archaeological investigation for a myriad of reasons.  The region of Southeastern 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island where the house was built has been, in general, 
archaeologically neglected, most likely due to the lack of development in the farmland 
that is so characteristic of the area. However, this presents an opportunity for an 
archaeological study since “Many of the original elements, including homes, barns, wells, 
privies, pens, smoke and milk houses, and shops may survive as either standing structures 
or belowground features within parcels that have been maintained throughout the years.” 
(PAL, Inc.: Chapter 5, page 14) The Waite-Potter site has indeed been well maintained, 
exchanging hands amongst very few families and undergoing very few changes 
throughout its known historical life.  
 The site could also be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places based 
on the fact that it complies with several, if not all, of the criteria necessary. The criteria 
apply to sites that are:  
“a)…associated with events that have made a significant contribution  
to the broad patterns of our history; or b) that are associated with the lives of persons  
significant in our past; or c) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,  
or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high  
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity that components  
may lack individual distinction; or d) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield,  
information that may important in prehistory or history.” (36 CFR 60.4 in King 1998: 75) 
The site meets criterion C for the obvious reason that it is a Rhode Island stone-ender, 
one of the most distinct types of Colonial architecture in New England found strictly in 
Rhode Island and, in one or two cases, Southeastern Massachusetts. The site also 
complies with criterion D because of the site’s high potential to yield archaeologically 
significant information about its inhabitants, and thus contributes to a general historical 
and archaeological knowledge of Southeastern New England. In this way it also meets 
criterion A. Contingent upon further historical research, it is also possible that criterion B 
may be met as well.   
 Additionally, the Waite-Potter house is featured on the seal of the town of 
Westport, and thus is one of the most recognizable historical structures in the town. As a 
symbol of the town of Westport, it should be properly researched and documented in a 
way that should not only complement but also provide new information about the early 
history of the town. Therefore, we recommend that the following actions be taken 
regarding the Waite-Potter site: 
- Proper documentation of oral history. The site’s current landowner is an 
excellent resource for its history. She has lived there her entire life and is a 
descendent of the Potter family. Her knowledge of the property and its 
inhabitants is indispensable and vital to the interpretation of the site as an 
historical and archaeological resource to the town of Westport. 
- Further land evidence and probate research, including a complete chain of 
title. 
- Archaeological investigation. Phase 1 testing, which would include several 
50x50cm square test pits strategically located throughout the site to locate and 
identify possible subsurface structures and features, mostly concentrated in 
areas where there are standing structures (chimney, cellar hole) or where 
maps, photographs, or oral history indicate there may be features. Contingent 
on the results of Phase 1 testing, the archaeological investigation could then 
move on to Phase 2 or Phase 3 in which slightly larger areas could be opened 
up. Phase 2 and Phase 3 typically have larger excavation units that could 
range in size from 1x1 meter square to larger area excavations depending on 
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White salt glazed stoneware saucer, mid 18th c. Lip of earthenware vessel, 18th c. 
 
 




Blue feather edged pearlware plate. 18th century. 
 
 
Olive/brown glazed redware bowl. Most likely 18th c but possibly earlier. 
 
 
